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For the reasons discussed above, the
RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds from Sierra
Leone and its flagrant violation of the Lome
Peace Agreement constitute an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the foreign policy of
the United States. The measures we are tak-
ing will serve to bring an end to the illicit
arms-for-diamonds trade through which the
RUF perpetuates the tragic conflict in Sierra
Leone. They also reflect our outrage at the
RUF’s repeated, widespread, and serious vio-
lations of the Lome Peace Agreement and
the RUF’s continuing hostilities against the
people of Sierra Leone and UNAMSIL per-
sonnel.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Al-
bert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this letter.

The President’s Radio Address
January 20, 2001

Good morning. Every Saturday for the
past 8 years, I’ve had the privilege of speak-
ing with you by way of this radio address.
Most often, I’ve talked about meeting our
common challenges with commonsense solu-
tions, practical, progressive steps to build an
America with opportunity for every respon-
sible citizen, a community of all Americans,
and a more peaceful, prosperous world.

We’ve had more than 400 of these Satur-
day conversations now, so it’s fitting that this
last one comes on my final day in office. This
is, of course, Inaugural Day, an extraordinary
day for freedom when the magic, the mys-
tery, the miracle of American democracy is
on full display.

The peaceful transfer of power from one
administration to the next, from one party
to another, may confound others around the
globe. But it reflects the underlying strength
of our Constitution and rule of law.

As my time in office comes to an end, the
most important thing I can say is a simple,
heartfelt thank you. Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve as your President and as Com-
mander in Chief to our fine men and women

in uniform. Thank you for the honor of work-
ing with you to build our bridge to the 21st
century.

Thank you for the prayers, love, and sup-
port you’ve extended to Hillary, Chelsea, and
me every single day. I also want to thank all
the men and women at the White House who
have worked so hard to help me do my job,
from the Secret Service to the Residence
staff, to those who keep the people’s house
open for all to enjoy. And I am forever grate-
ful to Vice President Gore for his extraor-
dinary leadership and service, to my Cabinet,
and to all others who have served with me.

For 8 years, we’ve done everything in our
power to reach beyond party and beyond
Washington to put the American people first,
overcoming obstacles, seizing opportunities.
That’s what these radio addresses have been
all about.

These Saturday talks have often marked
action taken to make our schools stronger,
our environment cleaner, our food safer, our
health care more secure. Some have been
big steps and some smaller. But every step
has moved us forward, and taken all together,
they have made an enormous difference in
the lives of our people. And we’re not done
yet.

I pledged that I would work until the last
hour of the last day. Well, here we are. So,
this morning, we’re building on our commit-
ment to make our streets safer by awarding
more than $100 million to fund 1,400 more
police officers in communities throughout
our land.

Back in 1992 I promised that we would
fund 100,000 police officers across America.
With this announcement, we will have fund-
ed 110,000. That’s 110 percent of our goal.
And I thank our police officers for giving 110
percent to the job. That’s a big reason crime
is down to a 25-year low.

Now, my job as your President draws to
a close, and the work of our new President
begins. I want to wish President-elect Bush,
Vice President-elect Cheney, their families,
and entire administration the very best. I
know you do, too. Thanks to your work, he
takes the reins of a nation renewed, ready
to move into a new century and a whole new
era in human affairs. I join every American
in wishing him Godspeed.
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In my first radio address, almost exactly
8 years ago now, I spoke about the challenges
we faced at that time but also about my abid-
ing faith in the American people. Back then
I said, ‘‘We’re going up or down together,
and I’m convinced we’re going up.’’ The
progress of the last 8 years, the strong values,
can-do spirit, and basic goodness of the
American people, leave me more convinced
than ever we’re still going up.

If we keep working together to widen the
circle of opportunity, deepen the reach of
freedom, strengthen the bonds of commu-
nity, America will always be going up.

Thank you for listening each and every
week. Thank you again for the honor of serv-
ing as your President these past 8 years.

God bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:50 p.m. on
January 19 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 20. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on January 20 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on Efforts To Redress
Wrongs Against African-American
Farmers

January 20, 2001

For too many decades, African-American
farmers have labored in America’s fields
without a true share of this Nation’s agricul-
tural prosperity. And for too long, govern-
mental neglect has contributed to the impov-
erished condition of the African-American
farmer.

But the Government can right an old
wrong. In December of 1997 Vice President
Gore and I met with a number of people
and organizations concerned with the plight
of the black farmer in this country, including
the National Black Farmers Association, the
Southern Cooperative, and the Congres-
sional Black Caucus. The Vice President and
I learned at that meeting that since the early
1980’s, thousands of black farmers had filed
complaints of discrimination against the
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), but their complaints were ignored.

My administration has worked hard to im-
prove the condition of the black farmer and
to mend the relationship between black
farmers and the USDA, and Secretary Dan
Glickman and his staff have demonstrated
unprecedented leadership in accomplishing
that goal. After a group of African-American
farmers brought suit in 1997 to seek recovery
for years of discrimination, we worked with
the African-American farming community to
pass legislation allowing farmers to pursue
those claims, and then entered into a historic
settlement. With the agreement nearing full
implementation, almost $500 million in indi-
vidual payments have been awarded to nearly
12,000 African-American farmers. In the
process, we revitalized USDA’s Office of
Civil Rights, which was effectively disman-
tled in the early 1980’s. We have also in-
creased farm loans to minorities and
women—a 50 percent increase between
1997 and 1999 alone.

The agreement between the black farmers
and the USDA also calls for technical assist-
ance and outreach. I am proud of the USDA
and the Village Foundation for working in
partnership to create the African-American
Family Farm Preservation Fund, which will
provide grants, loans, and training to African-
American farm families to maintain their
farms, establish a market system using prod-
ucts produced by African-American farms,
and keep the public informed on issues re-
lated to African-American family farmers. In
addition, USDA has cooperated with the Na-
tional Black Farmers Association and its
president, John Boyd, to increase outreach
activities to limited-resource farmers. To-
gether, these endeavors will ensure that a
new generation of African-American farmers
can pursue their livelihood without discrimi-
nation and with equal access to the assistance
they deserve.

Redressing the wrongs against African-
American farmers has been key to my efforts
to building one America. I hope the next ad-
ministration will continue in this path so that
African-American farmers can fully partici-
pate in today’s dynamic global economy.


